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* Autotrophs are organisms 

that use inorganic molecules 

as a source of carbon to 

bui ld organic molecules l ike 

carbohydrates, proteins, and 

l ipids.

*  Photoautotrophs use l ight 

energy to fuel the organic 

molecule bui lding.

* Photoautotrophs are also cal led producers because 

they produce organic molecules that are the source 

of al l organic carbon and chemical energy for other 

organisms on earth.

* Heterotrophs are organisms that take in organic matter (food) from other organisms 

and get their carbon by breaking down organic carbon compounds from their food.

* Chemoheterotrophs obtain chemical energy from breaking down organic molecules from 

their food. (ex: humans, 

fungi, animals).

* Heterotrophs are also 

cal led consumers because 

they must consume other 

organisms or organic 

matter for energy and 

carbon.
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